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Registration of ‚Herbert Stein Engineering Office‘ 

in Mönchengladbach, West Germany, by Herbert 

Stein (photo front page, ab. 1950)

The initial company premises were established 

in rented rooms belonging to what was then the 

Mönchengladbach Kammgarnspinnerei (worsted 

spinning mill). 

1949

Previous history

Up to the end of the Second World War Herbert 

Stein, born in 1900, held the position of Head of 

Development in the field of textile machine drives 

with the Berlin “Allgemeine Elektrizitätsgesellschaft 

(AEG)”. In this position he established a great  
number of diverse contacts with companies pro-
ducing textiles and textile machinery. At an early 

stage he realized the importance of quality  
control in the production of textiles. It was during 

this time that he developed his patented device of 

‚low displacement‘ force measuring gauge which 

later became a major item of support to the  
Textechno range of products.
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Textechno logo: first version

„Stein’s measuring head“



1950

Alex Mörschel joins 

the company.

The company moves to the 

newly acquired building in 

Regentenstraße 37/39 in the 

centre of Mönchengladbach.
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Premises in Regentenstrasse

1952 1953

The engineering office is renamed 

“Textechno Herbert Stein”. 

The first Textechno logo was created on this  
occasion and today still adorns the main entrance 

of the Textechno building.



STATIMAT then...

First presentation of the automatic tensile tester 

for yarns STATIMAT at the International Textile 

Machinery Exhibition (ITMA) in Hannover. 

In subsequent years, this device became a major 

product boosting the company turnover and even 

today in its different versions holds an important 

share in Textechno’s business development.

...and now
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1963



First presentation of the automatic crimp-  
contraction tester TEXTURMAT for textured yarns 

which subsequently became the global standard 

testing equipment for controlling the quality in the 

texturizing industry.

Market introduction of the DYNAFIL as the first 

globally used testing device for measuring on the 

running thread draw-force, crimp or shrinkage of 

synthetic filament yarns. 

The present version of this instrument is the 

DYNAFIL ME which includes a high-temperature 

heater and manages testing speeds of up to  
1.000 m/min.

        TEXTURMAT
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1971 1972

DYNAFIL ME



Steep increase in business with a high company 

turnover rate in many markets, for instance China, 

India and USA. Manufacture of testing devices 

changes to industrial series production.

Death of Herbert Stein, 

founder of the company. 

Management is taken 

over by Alex Mörschel.

STATIMAT serial production (ab. 1988)Alex Mörschel (photo ab. 1990)
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1979 During the 1980s

Premises in Dohrweg 65



Erection of the new 

company head- 
quarters at the  
present location  
Dohrweg 65,  
Mönchengladbach.

Alex Mörschel leaves the company on attaining the 

retiring age of sixty-five and hands over company 

management to Dr. Wolfgang Stein who up to that 

time had worked as director of the Institute of Tex-
tile Measuring Technique Mönchengladbach (ITM) 

and as managing director of the ‘Stein Testing 

Technology PLC’.

Dr. Wolfgang Stein (photo ab.1999)

Dr. Ulrich Mörschel, 

son of Alex Mörschel, 

joins Textechno.

Dr. Ulrich Mörschel (photo ab.1999)

Topping-out ceremony

1986-1987 1990 1992
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FAVIMAT + with ROBOT 2, latest version

Design of the first fully automatic single-fibre  
testing device FAVIMAT-ROBOT, based on the 

classic Textechno single-fibre testers 
FAFEGRAPH and VIBROMAT as well as on a 

patented automation technology developed by the 

Hoechst AG industries. 
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Dr. Ulrich Mörschel 

shares company  
management with 

Dr. Wolfgang Stein.

A Textechno office is 

opened in the city of 

Chemnitz.

1995 1997

After passing through several stages of develop-
ment, FAVIMAT-ROBOT is nowadays the standard 

testing apparatus in the fibre industry worldwide, 

including such forward-looking industrial areas as 

the carbon fibre production.
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Dr. Ulrich Mörschel 

takes over sole 

responsibility for the 

management of the 

company. 

Dr. Wolfgang Stein 

becomes chaiman 

of the advisory 

board.

Takeover of ‘Lenzing Instruments’ in Lenzing/ 
Austria which until that time was a section of  
‘Lenzing Technik’, a part of the Lenzing AG, the 

world’s largest viscose fibre producer. 

The product range of Lenzing Instruments in terms 

of testing equipment and online measuring  
technology represents a valuable addition to the 

work of Textechno. Textechno and Lenzing  
Instruments thus merge under the new label of 

‘Textechno Group’.

1999 2004 2012

Lenzing Instruments move from the rented  
premises they occupied to their own new building  
on the Gampern Technology Park, close to its  
previous location in Lenzing and quite near to the 

lovely Attersee in the Salzburg area. 

The enlarged new production premises reflect the 

remarkably positive increase in business Lenzing 

Instruments have achieved in recent years.

New premises of Lenzing Instruments
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Erection of a new production hall added to the 

existing Textechno plant in Mönchengladbach to 

accommodate mechanical production.

2013

Newly erected Textechno production hall 
(inside)

Same (outside)



Modern Production technology

From the beginning, Textechno has always been 

singular in that all mechanical components (as to 

a large extent also electronics and software) have 

been produced in-house, since 2004 also for the 

Austrian daughter company. 

This results in higher flexibility, for instance in the 

production of prototypes, in excellent precision of 

all components, and also in reliability in delivery.

In order to achieve these targets, investment into 

state-of-the-art machinery always topped the 

priority list. In terms of the entire investment in the 

current business year - in buildings as well as  
machinery - the invested amount for new  
machinery exceeds 30 per cent over all.

Current Textechno activities

It is our aim to continuously develop the existing 

range of our products as well as present new, 
innovative testing equipment such as the universal 

yarn-testing device STATIMAT DS which combines 

tensile, evenness, and count testing, the fibre-  
testing device FIBROTEST to facilitate quality  
control of cotton, or the drapability testing device  
DRAPETEST which is capable of providing  
important information on the processability of  
technical textiles, especially those made from 

carbon fibres.

Sole Agents in India:

M/s. World Traders Mfg Co. 
1413, Maker Chamber 5 ,Nariman Point, 
Mumbai - 400021 India.
Email: info@wtmcindia.com 

Present and future

With their range of products the Textechno Group 

occupy a market-leading position in a global   
context, albeit in a market niche. With some  
individual products they are even sole suppliers. 

This unique position is the result of a consistent 

company policy meanwhile extending over 64 

years. It has always been determined by a  
continuity in terms of company philosophy and 

strategy as embraced by its management and  
work force alike. 

It is, however, also the result of solid financing 

which always had as its prime target the  
investment in production machinery and premises.

As for the future, it is essential to preserve these 

qualities, but at the same time to allow for  
permanent change, employing new technology, 

and reacting flexibly to new demands.

Those that know the work spirit of the teams in the 

Textechno Group know that

WE ARE IN WITH A GOOD CHANCE !

Dr. Wolfgang Stein

Chairman of the Advisory Board 

Mönchengladbach

27 September 2013
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